November 2007
For more information on your public Library,
Please visit our website for a complete calendar of events: http://www.spl.org/
Select the Greenlake Branch

Wednesday, November 21st, 6:30 - 7:45pm
Evening Book Group at the Green Lake Branch
Join us for a book group at the Green Lake Branch. Everyone is welcome. This month’s title is “Motherless Brooklyn” by Jonathan Lethem.
Wednesday, November 28, 6 - 7:30pm
‘Beginning Your Family History’ Genealogy Class
Darlene Hamilton, Sr. Genealogy Librarian, will be providing ideas on
sharing your family memorabilia and an introduction to family history
research. An overview of resources available in the Seattle area will
be included. Sample charts and bibliographies will be provided at
the program.

Joshua Heim is new “Get Engaged”
Seattle Arts Commissioner
SEATTLE - Joshua Heim has joined the Seattle Arts Commission as
part of the YMCA’s Get Engaged program, a cooperative program
between the city and Metrocenter YMCA designed to give young professionals ages 18-29 a voice in city government through service on
a city commission.
Heim is the exhibits developer at The Wing Luke Asian Museum,
where he coordinates the development of community-led exhibits.
He also manages the oral history activities and YouthCAN, an arts
based youth leadership program that engages at-risk youth in and
around the International District. Heim is an award-winning Hawaiian hula dancer and chanter and is passionate about increasing
support and community access to artistic and cultural resources. He
will serve a one-year term as a voting member of the arts commission.
The Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs promotes the value of arts and
culture in and of communities throughout Seattle. The 16-member
Seattle Arts Commission, citizen volunteers appointed by the mayor
and City Council, supports the city agency.

Land Use Notice
Address: 7309 WINONA AVE N
Project: 3007638 Zone: L3
Land Use Application to subdivide one parcel into two unit lots. The
construction of two single family dwellings has been approved under
Project #6114658. This subdivision of property is only for the purpose
of allowing sale or lease of the unit lots. Development standards will
be applied to the original parcel and not to each of the new unit lots.
Address: 8016 ASHWORTH AVE N
Project: 3007988 Zone: L1
Land Use Application to subdivide one unit lot into nine unit lots. The
construction of single family residences and townhouses has been
approved under Project #6080286. Development standards will be
applied to the original parcel and not to each of the new unit lots.
Address: 2304 N 53RD ST
Project: 3007449 Zone: SF5000
Land Use Application to allow an 825 sq. ft. second story addition to
an existing single family residence.
Address: 1400 N 80TH ST
Project: 3005863 Zone: L1
The proposal is for a five story, 21 units residential building with 3,514
sq. ft. of retail at ground level. Parking for 34 vehicles will be located
on the site. Review includes demolition of existing 4,353 sq. ft. structure.
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If you would like to receive emailed pictures and a write up of the
homes that sold in our Green Lake neighborhood, just send an email
to sold@windermere.com. Just type us a quick message stating that
you want to get Green Lake home sales emailed to you.
Then, once a month, we will email you all of the homes that sold in
our Green Lake neighborhood. This email will usually have a picture
of the home along with the description and some remarks about the
home. We think you will find this information interesting!
We will not release your email address to anybody else. It will only be
used for emailing you the Green Lake home sales

Sold Homes
The list below is homes that Sold in our Green Lake neighborhood
over the last month. Do you wonder what your home is worth? The
Décor, the features and condition all have a bearing on the price a
home will command. I have seen the interiors of most of the homes
on this list. If you are selling your home, please let me help you. I
would be happy to view your home, prepare a market analysis and
discuss the details with you. I can provide you with useful information,
such as a sales price that might be realistically expected in today’s
Market.
Address
          Bed/Bath
320 NE 54th St
4/1.75
207 NE 65th St
2/1
331 NE 56th
3/1.75
6562-C 5th Ave NE
3/2.5
2115 N 54th St
4/2
7655 Latona Ave NE
4/2
5807 Kenwood Pl N
3/1
2104 N 82nd St
4/2
5524 Woodlawn Ave N
4/2.75

Detail
1 Story w/Bsmnt.
1 Story w/Bsmnt.
1 Story w/Bsmnt.
Townhouse
1 Story w/Bsmnt.
1 1/2 Stry w/Bsmt
1 1/2 Stry w/Bsmt
2 Story
1 1/2 Stry w/Bsmt

Year
1916
1914
1962
2003
1912
1927
1900
1940
1925

Price        
$419,950
$446,500
$459,000
$519,000
$609,000
$641,000
$660,000
$662,500
$750,000

Pacific Northwest Ballet Nutcracker
November 23–December 29, at Marion Oliver McCaw Hall
Nutcracker, the Northwest’s favorite family holiday tradition, has
been dazzling the young and the young-at-heart each holiday season for 24 years. Treat your family and friends to the memories and
magic of Pacific Northwest Ballet’s inimitable Nutcracker—only at
McCaw Hall! Created by PNB Founding Artistic Director Kent Stowell
and world-famous children’s author and illustrator Maurice Sendak
(Where The Wild Things Are), Nutcracker’s brilliant blend of costumes,
sets and choreography creates a magical storybook world enjoyed
by children and adults alike. PNB’s masterful holiday production is
the highlight of the holidays! See web site for details: http://www.
pnb.org

Mayor Expands Effort to Create More
Homes for Working Families

Erhart Seifried, known as Green Lake John, files a
homestead claim on Green Lake
(Seattle) on October 13, 1869.

SEATTLE - As a second part of his “Homes Within Reach” strategy, Mayor Greg
Nickels today announced a proposal to extend to other neighborhoods throughout
the city a successful program that is creating hundreds of affordable homes in the
downtown area.

On October 13, 1869, Erhart Seifried (1832-1899) files a claim under the Homestead Act
for 131.66 timbered acres on Green Lake in the present-day (1999) north Seattle neighborhood of Green Lake. Seifried, known as Green Lake John, becomes the first white
settler to occupy land on Green Lake. He arrives as an unmarried German immigrant,
age 37.

“The troubling fact is that today’s housing market is rising beyond the reach of too
many people and we need new tools to keep Seattle an affordable place to live, work
and raise families,” Nickels said. “What I’m proposing today will help create more
needed homes for working families and ensure that the neighborhoods that accept
growth also benefit from the growth.”

From 1868 to 1873, 21 individuals filed claims to the four sections (four square miles) of
Township 25 North containing Green Lake. Though not the first to file, Erhard Seifried
was the first settler to lay foot on his claim.

Proposal builds on “Homes Within Reach” as neighborhoods grow

Winterfest 2007

November 23, 2007 - January 1, 2008
Seattle Center - Downtown Seattle
Now in its 20th year, Seattle Winterfest is a wonderful celebration of Holiday Season traditions
offering classic Holiday Foods, Family Activities, Free Concerts, holiday - themed Exhibits &
beautiful Seasonal Decor throughout a 5-Week
period.
Winterfest 2007 starts the day after Thanksgiving
and ends on New Year’s Eve with a ‘spectacular’
fireworks display at the Space Needle.
Tree Lighting Celebration & Holiday Parade
November 23, 2007 - Westlake Center
This holiday tradition is held in downtown Seattle
every year ... and features a full-day of Holiday
Fun. You’ll have the Downtown Holiday Parade
beginning at 8:45 AM, then the official lighting of
Westlake Center’s Holiday Tree and Macy’s Star
at 5 PM... all in conjunction with a really spectacular fireworks display.
Seattle’s Downtown Holiday Parade will begin at
7th Avenue heading west on Pine Street... then
turns left onto 5th Avenue to University Street...
west to 4th Avenue... and north to Macy’s.
Seattle Marathon & Half Marathon
November 25, 2007 - Seattle Center
Ran the first Sunday after Thanksgiving, the Seattle Marathon & Half-Marathon has become
one of the Top 25 Races in the Country. The Seattle Marathon (26.2 miles) and Half-Marathon
(13.1 miles) both start at 5th Avenue & Broad
Street near Seattle Center and goes through
Downtown Seattle, making their way to Memorial Stadium for the exciting finish.
With over 10,000 People participating, the Seattle
Marathon makes a ‘great excuse’ to Get~Away
for a couple of days. Holiday Shopping Specials
abound and Seattle Hotels are offering really
great discounts. Why not `come-on-down’ for
a few days & celebrate this Holiday Season ... ‘
Seattle~Style! - Start Times: Half Marathon: 7:30
AM; Full Marathon: 8:15 AM.
Thanksgiving Buffet
WOODLAND PARK ZOO
November 22, 2007
First seating Starts at 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. (arrive
by 11:30) Visit online for details.
Feast among the beasts with a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner at the zoo’s Rain Forest Food
Pavilion! Tear into a feast of carved turkey and
ham with all the traditional fixins’ and a dessert
buffet. There will also be a cash bar. Also, enjoy
an up-close visit with a raptor! Cost for members: $21.95 for adults; $12.95 for children ages
3-10; free for children ages 2 and under. Cost
for non-members: $26.95 for adults; $16.45 for
children ages 3-10; free for children ages 2 and
under. Prices include zoo admission! Price does
not include service charge, tax or parking. Advance reservations and pre-payment required.
For more information and reservations, call
206.684.4825.

The mayor’s proposal doesn’t change any existing neighborhood zoning, but would
be incorporated whenever a significant zoning change is adopted in the future. If approved, the program would become part of zoning changes now under consideration
for the south downtown, South Lake Union and Dravus areas.
Under the program, developers who take advantage of an increase to height and
density limits would be required to either build affordable units as part of their residential project, or pay into a fund to create housing affordable for working families
and other neighborhood amenities, such as parks and open space.
The proposal, sent to the City Council this week, is the second element of Nickels’
“Homes Within Reach” strategy, launched in July. The efforts aim to create new opportunities for teachers, nurses, grocery clerks, hotel workers, firefighters and other
moderate-wage earners to find homes they can afford in the city.
Rents on apartments built under the plan would be affordable to households making
up to approximately $50,000, while the sale price of condominiums would be affordable to households earning up to about $63,489 a year. Both rental and homeownership units must remain affordable for 50 years.
Similar zoning incentives for affordable housing were adopted in early 2006 for Seattle’s Center City - the downtown central office core and adjoining areas, including the
Denny Triangle and a portion of Belltown.
As construction costs soar, developers have been looking for ways to make housing
affordable to a wider group of people. “We commend the mayor for taking steps that
will provide the flexibility to meet our needs as developers while giving us the opportunity to contribute to, or even directly provide, much needed housing for Seattle’s
moderate-wage workers,” said Hal Ferris, principal with Lorig Associates LLC.
“Zoning incentives for affordable housing are an important tool to provide homes for
working people, such as nurses and teachers, who may not qualify for the city’s subsidy programs yet who are having difficulty finding housing within the city limits,” said
Adrienne Quinn, director of Seattle’s Office of Housing,
In July, the mayor announced part one of his Seattle “Homes Within Reach” plan, which
would extend the existing multifamily incentive program to all urban villages to help
a broader range of people find affordable apartments or condos in more neighborhoods across Seattle.
In part one, which the City Council is currently reviewing, the program will provide a
12-year tax exemption on the residential portion of any new apartment building in
which 20 to 25 percent of the units are set aside for individuals earning up to $49,000
or families earning up to $62,300.
Seattle has a long history of meeting the housing needs of the poor or low-income
earners. During the past 20 years, the Housing Levy and other programs have created
nearly 10,000 homes for those earning between zero and $45,000 a year.
In recent years, as housing prices climb, the new challenge has become trying to
provide opportunities for those who don’t qualify as low-income earners, but who
are increasingly priced out of the market with few places to turn. The median price
of new condos now exceeds $350,000, requiring an annual income of more than
$74,000. Median-priced single-family homes now require an annual income of more
than $100,000.
Get the mayor’s inside view on initiatives to promote transportation, public safety, economic opportunity and healthy communities by signing up for The Nickels Newsletter
at www.seattle.gov/mayor/newsletter_signup.htm.

Green Lake John
Green Lake John, as his neighbors called him, was an unmarried, 37-year-old German immigrant who came to Seattle on the heels of a brief mining career in Montana.
Like many immigrants of his day, he reached the Pacific Northwest via stops along the
way. Once here, he tried his hand at farming. Clearing land, building a shelter, planting an orchard, and raising crops and livestock was a lot for a man to do alone, and
he soon married Eltien, also a German immigrant.
Seifried built the first cabin ever erected on the shores of Green Lake. It remained the
only cabin for 10 years. By 1877 he had cleared five or six acres. He worked for Thomas
Mercer, who operated a farm at the south end of Lake Union. According to an article
in the Seattle Post-Intelligencer of 1909, Siefried would get to his claim by following the
“old telegraph road” through Woodland Park and “paddle across the lake in his canoe
to the little hut in which he lived while building his home.”
“Green Lake John” and later his wife Eltien mingled with Indians who had known the
area for generations. The couple cleared a dense stand of trees and planted an orchard.
Their Property on the Land
On December 14, 1887, they sold their entire holdings to the firm of Calkins, Moore, and
Wood, for $15,000. The terms of sale reveal the couple’s activity on the land. Sold with
the land were:
* one bay horse, about three years old;
* one bay mare about nine years old;
* one farm wagon;
* nine cows, four heifers, and one calf;
* one bull;
* three dozen chickens;
* harness;
* mowers, rakes, and plows;
* dairy utensils,
* cider mill;
* all other farming implements and tools now situated upon the above described
premises.
The acreage value itself was determined by its proximity to Green Lake and the Ravenna Creek outlet. Along the shoreline south of the outlet, near the present-day (1999)
Albertsons grocery store, the acreage was valued at $250 per acre; to the north at
$200. Value of acreage extending farther east was $150 and $50 per acre.

Free Public Landslide Information
Meetings Nov. 3 and Dec. 1
Have a problem with a steep slope? Learn how to protect yourself and your property
at one of two free landslide meetings this fall, sponsored by DPD and Seattle Public
Utilities. An annual series, the meetings will provide presentations and individual consultation on best practices for managing landslide prone properties and will be held
on Nov. 3 at North Seattle Community College and on Dec. 1 at South Seattle Community College (see meeting details ).
Joining City of Seattle staff will be the American Society for Civil Engineers, the Association of Engineering Geologists, the International Society of Arboriculture and Associated Building Contractors.
Presentations will include a discussion of the causes of landslides and proper drainage and vegetation for sloping sites. These will be followed by a question and answer
session and time for one-on-one discussions. No registration is required. Both meetings will have the same format and information.

argosy 2007 Christmas Ship™ Festival
The Argosy Christmas Ship™ festival is a holiday
celebration that has been a Northwest tradition
for 58 years.
Each night, from December 1st through 23rd, the
Argosy Christmas Ship™ sails to different Puget
Sound waterfront communities, while Choirs
onboard sing 20-minute performances to these
communities, all broadcast via a state-of-the-art
speaker system. For more details, Visit us online:
http://www.argosycruises.com/themecruises/
xmasSchedule.cfm
Pacific Northwest Ballet’s NUTcracker
November 23–December 29, 2007
Marion Oliver McCaw Hall
Nutcracker, the Northwest’s favorite family holiday tradition, has been dazzling the young and
the young-at-heart each holiday season for 24
years. Treat your family and friends to the memories and magic of Pacific Northwest Ballet’s inimitable Nutcracker—only at McCaw Hall! Created
by PNB Founding Artistic Director Kent Stowell
and world-famous children’s author and illustrator Maurice Sendak (Where The Wild Things Are),
Nutcracker’s brilliant blend of costumes, sets and
choreography creates a magical storybook world
enjoyed by children and adults alike. PNB’s masterful holiday production is the highlight of the
holidays!
5th Avenue Theater
Jersey Boys
December 5 - January 12, 2008
“Too good to be true!” raves the New York Post
for Jersey Boys, the new Tony Award-winning
musical about Rock and Roll Hall of Famers The
Four Seasons: Frankie Valli, Bob Gaudio, Tommy
DeVito and Nick Massi. This is the story of how
four blue-collar kids became one of the greatest
successes in pop music history.
The Jersey Boys creative team comprises twotime Tony Award-winning director Des McAnuff,
book writers Marshall Brickman and Rick Elice,
composer Bob Gaudio and lyricist Bob Crewe.

Seahawks
home games

DATE		
GAME
11/18
Chicago Bears
12/09 Cardinals
12/23	Ravens		

TIME (PT)
5:00 pm
10:00 am
1:00 pm

UW Huskies
home games

DATE		
GAME
11/24
Washington State

TIME (PT)
TBA

